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St. Francis Family,
When I was asked to write this article, the first word to 
come into my head was “Legacy”. Of course, a legacy is 
something given and received.  

As we all know, the legacy of St. Francis School was  
officially begun in 1948 when the cornerstone was laid  
and the doors to our wonderful school opened. But of 
course, it began before that.  It began with a dream.  

Over our almost 75 years of existence, we have gone from 
dial up telephones to computers and cell phones, from  
instruction on chalkboards, to lessons on SMART Boards 
and over the internet through Google Classroom, from 
playing with dolls, to programming robotic toys in technology 
and creating with our new 3D printer.

Through all of the changes and challenges that the years 
have brought, one thing has remained the same; St. Francis 
does an amazing job educating young people not only in 
academics, but also in the love of Jesus.  

When our students go on to middle and high school, they 
bring with them that “something”. Teachers always tell me 
that you can pick out students who attended St. Francis.  
They have an amazing work ethic and a true compassion 
for others. More often than not, St. Francis students are the 

valedictorians and salutatorians of the Ellsworth High School 
Graduating Class. I like to think that (with their parents’ help), 
we “grow” those gifts at St. Francis School.

The articles included in this Eagle Edition thread themselves 
through our history. They tell of our beginnings, highlight 
exciting new additions, and hint that the best is yet to come.

Since his arrival, our Parish Priest, Father Olson, has been en-
couraging all of us to be the New Disciples of Jesus. At nearly 
every school Mass he asks the students to go out and “Make 
Jesus Famous!”. It is my prayer that you will help us continue 
to do so. Pray for us, give if you are able, and continue the 
awesome work you began as students of St. Francis School!

Blessings,

Kathy Swanson,  
Interim Administrator 
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New at School

Thanks to generous donations from Catholic United Financial, Pierce Pepin, and Loberg Law Office, our students 
are now able to explore and collaborate with one another utilizing various forms of technology. Whether imbed-
ded into lesson plans or used during independent work time and indoor recesses, students are able to practice 
coding skills and robotics within our newly developed STEM Lab. Our maker space now includes an area within 
the computer lab designed specifically for brainstorming and building innovations with peers utilizing Lego Mind-
storms, Cubelets, a Toybox 3D printer, and Codeybots. 

St. Francis students were introduced to these wonderful resources 
during Ellsworth High School’s annual Day of Service as volunteers 
from the high school demonstrated how each of these new tools 
works! Our learners will continue to develop their skill sets with these 
resources throughout the school year. We can’t wait to see what our 
students create! 

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics are not only 
taught within our new STEM lab, our teachers have been busy  
encouraging learners to problem-solve as young engineers daily. 
Building bridges to help gummy worms cross a river and developing 
boats that actually float, creating tasty ice cream, and observing the 
life cycle of a monarch before releasing it for its journey to Mexico, 
our students are learning skills that will prepare them for a lifetime 
of leadership and innovation through several project-based learning 
activities! 

We encourage you to watch our Facebook page to see all of wonder-
ful inventions created within our classrooms and our STEM lab. 

STEM Lab

The 2022-2023 school year is off to a fun and excit-
ing start for students and staff at St. Francis School! We 
kicked off the year with an open house event in August 
that allowed all students to meet their teacher, visit their 
classroom, and connect with friends. This welcome event 
was also a great networking opportunity for parents and 
new families. 

New this year…every Friday is school color day.  
St. Francis students are encouraged to  

wear blue and white to celebrate  
St. Francis spirit and pride.  

The Home and School 
Association gifted all new 
students with a St. Francis 

t-shirt to ensure all could 
participate and enjoy some 

new St. Francis gear. 

We can hear the sound of music! 
Thanks to donors, 14 new ukule-
les were donated to the St. Francis 
School music program. These new 
ukuleles will provide students with 
early access to a stringed instrument 
and a fun opportunity to make music. 

Stay tuned for more music, enrichment, and  
entertainment to come from our St. Francis students. 

St. Francis School is excited to be hosting several new  
in-school events this year! The Minnesota Science  
Museum is coming to St. Francis for a live presenta-
tion on engineering. Students will learn to think like an 
engineer and use science, math, and creative thinking to 
solve problems. The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum is 
bringing their plant mobile experience to our K-2 classes 
this spring. Students will explore the desert environment 
and plant their own succulent. An engineering class  
utilizing Legos will be taught at St. Francis. Students  
will engage in a variety of building and engineering  
challenges through the use of Legos and building blocks.  
St. Francis students are extremely fortunate to benefit 
from these unique learning opportunities!

Several interior renovations were completed over the 
summer. The lower-level of the original school including 
the library, music room, and technology center received 
new flooring and fresh paint. These spaces now have a 
clean, fresh, and updated look. 

It’s going to be another great year at St. Francis School 
filled with fun and exciting opportunities for our students!  

 Grace Baker (2nd grade)



As a member of  
St. Francis Parish for 
86 years, Jack Hines 
was a student when  
St. Francis School 
began and has since 
taken on the roles 
of parent, grand-
parent, and now 
great-grandparent  
to students within the 
building. 
The school has served as a bedrock of faith to his family, 
with all 12 of his siblings, all five of his children, all of his 
grandchildren, and seven of his great-grandchildren learn-
ing in the same classrooms he once occupied.

While he acknowledges costs of tuition of have escalated  
in recent years, he sees such value in the education at  
St. Francis School that he has paid tuition for all of his 
grandchildren to learn here. He recognizes, “our youngsters 
need religion taught to them as they are young, as it gives 
them a foundation.”

He reminisces of his time at St. Francis School, during which 
Father Matheiu required all boys to be servers and tested 
each of the school students in front of the congregation 
on Sunday mornings about their catechism lessons. It was 
critical he and his classmates knew what they had learned, 
and while arriving 15 minutes early to serve was required, it 
didn’t save him from Father’s quizzes. At that time, students 
also attended mass every morning at 8 am before school, 
which meant his parents would have to have him in town 
early, and Catholic students weren’t allowed to ride the bus-
ses, so his mom also had to pick them up at 3 pm each day.

He holds many fond memories of his days within the class-
room. During his tenure at St. Francis School, he enjoyed 
learning from Sister Ellen, who was very strict in her teaching 
of math and English. He also recognizes that strong aca-
demics were expected of him and his peers. He exemplified 
this through his classmate Dorothy Flynn, who was the 8th 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: Jack Hines 
grade spelling champion in Pierce County, and who he 
believes went on to win 4th place at the state level tourna-
ment. The community of St. Francis was strong even then, 
and students were very close. Jack recalls having the honor 
of being a pallbearer in 7th grade for Mary Margaret Frazier 
who had passed away in 2nd grade. He also recalls the fun 
times he had with his peers: St. Francis students were invited 
to play in a basketball tournament at Ellsworth High School, 
and although St. Francis School never had sports, they  
managed to score five points in a game!

 While he acknowledges that some things have changed 
over time, including increases in technology and the skillsets 
of teaching staff, which are aspects of St. Francis School he 
feels are wonderful assets; he understands that the core of 
a student’s Catholic education, rooted in not only faith and 
strong academics, but discipline, respect, good manners, 
and good sportsmanship are what set St. Francis School, 
and the students who attend here, apart. He is proud of  
the positive feedback he gets from teachers outside of 
St. Francis School as students matriculate to the middle 
and high school. Jack recognizes, “our students get more 
individual attention from our good teachers, which all our 
youngsters need.”

For Jack, supporting St. Francis School has always been  
a priority. He thanks the Lord for each day as a gift and 
loves his family, his church, his school, his community and 
everyone in it. He feels blessed to be able to be associated 
with St. Francis School.

Father Pritzl along with 
Jack Hines and his 
brothers. Jack (8th 
grade), David (3rd 
grade), Dan (aka Butch, 
2nd grade), Ken (1st 
grade), 1950, St. Francis

Preschool-5th grade
12 or less average class size

$11,000 average cost per student
$3,000 average tuition per student

St. Francis STATS

74 years of Catholic education

Jack Hines and his great-grandson  
Cooper Moldenhauer (4th grade)



Help make a difference!

Why We Choose St. Francis School 

ANNUAL APPEAL CARD

St. Francis School’s funding comes from tuition, Friends of St. Francis donations, and generous support from parishioners. 
Our parents, students, and teachers thank you and pray you will continue your support of our school and our 74 year  
tradition of Catholic Christian values and academic excellence.

Donate online at: www.StFrancisEllsworth.org/friends (monthly ACH available)
Or mail a donation payable to: St. Francis School (You will receive a receipt for your tax deductible donation.)
 Mail to: St. Francis School, C/O Friends of St. Francis, 244 Woodworth St., Ellsworth, WI 54011

I/We would like to support  
St. Francis School by donating:

I wish to remain anonymous.

Please remove me from your mailing list.

$100 $250 $500 $1,000

$2,500 $5,000 $10,000

Other:

As practicing Lutherans, my husband and I have been asked 
by family members and others why we send our children to 
a Catholic school. Our responses vary: teacher-to student 
ratios, moral and faith-guidance, self-respect alongside 
self-governance and respect for others, work ethic, and  
accountability. 

What it really comes down to is we believe the teachers and 
staff guide students from a place of love. I see this in the 
scarves Miss Miller knit each child for past Christmases. The 
hugs and Chicken Kiev offered by Ms. Dougherty. And I know 
if I call the school Mrs. Matzek’s warm words welcome me 
like they welcome my children. Mrs. Chatt and Mrs. Turvaville 
greet my children at the door as they enter mornings, and 
these are only a few examples of this love. 

We wanted a home for our children—a first step away from 
our door. A school where we knew our children could grow 
gently into adolescence. We wanted a school where parents 
are welcomed and necessary to the school and its success. 

Part of our choice too is the St. Francis School community. 
When we moved to this area, the first places we met and  
talked with other families were at the public library’s story 
times and St. Francis School. 

It makes me think that it’s not too far removed from that 
Sleepy Hollow Schoolhouse a half mile’s walk from our 
house. There’s something to be said for those multi-level, 
multi-aged classrooms where older children guide younger 
children. This is St. Francis School. Fifth grade students buddy 
with kindergarteners. Letters from students champion the 

second grade communion year, and 4YK students write to 
caring pen pal parishioners. 

This all comes down to love. I recall a sermon years back 
explaining how in Jesus’ time blood was thought as be-
longing to God, so essentially one’s neighbor had God 
circulating throughout their body. If we think of this, we are 
aware of each individual being partly God. This idea also 
illustrates our connection to our neighbors. In my mind, this 
is a perfect concept—one that fits well in this tiny school.  
I see this during school mass as each child walks down the 
aisle to be blessed or take communion. I see this as every 
student is given a role from the youngest door greeters, to 
cantors, gift bearers, or answering Priest Father Olson’s 
sermon questions. Each child matters. 

Children are loved here at St. Francis School. They are 
guided toward self-actualization, respect, community  
building, and moral responsibility. This is why we choose  
St. Francis School for our family.

NAME 

ADDRESS

CITY     STATE  ZIP

PHONE      HOME MOBILE BUSINESS

EMAIL 

Theo (4th grade) & 
Cedrec LaFave  
(2nd grade)



Small Effort Big Impact
Naming St. Francis School as a full, partial, or contingent beneficiary of a retirement plan, investment account,  
or life insurance policy is an easy way to make a big impact on the lives of future students.

You can modify your beneficiary designations at any time – it just requires a simple form from your account  
administrator, usually available online. Depending on the account, there may even be tax advantages to leaving  
it to St. Francis School.

In addition, if you own stocks or bonds that have appreciated, please consider donating them to  
St. Francis School to save on your taxes. The IRS allows you to deduct the investment value when  
the donation is made regardless of what you paid for it. Check with your financial advisor for  
details before making the transfer. 

To learn more, or to let us know we are a beneficiary, please contact us:
715-273-4391   St. Francis School  Tax ID: 39-0813434   
principal@stfrancisellsworth.org 244 W. Woodworth St.  
 Ellsworth, WI 54011     


