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WELCOME
Hello Saint Francis Family,
I am honored to be the new
principal at St. Francis School.
My husband John and I moved
to the area at the end of July.
We have been married for
almost 30 years and have three
grown children: a daughter,
Caralynn, two sons, Brian and
Sean, one granddaughter
and another due in January.
Caralynn and her family live in
southern WI, Brian and his wife
live in Madison, and Sean lives
in Cripple Creek, CO.

Mary Cormican

I remember fondly our years as a young Catholic family
attending church and family faith formation classes at
St. Joseph’s Parish in Baraboo where both John and I
graduated 8th grade from and our children attended.
I still treasure the family atmosphere and supportive
environment in raising our children and I know without
our faith and the parish support, our family would not be
who we are today.
When I reflect on my life as a wife, parent, and educator,
I have always taken comfort in the poem, “Footprints in the
Sand” and I know I was never alone facing some of those
tough parenting and teaching days. I share this with you for
one specific reason. Every week I meet someone new in

the area and the conversation centers around me learning
about the person’s relationship to, and with, St. Francis. For
example, ”I went to St. Francis”, or “I sent my children to
St. Francis”, or “My grandchildren go to St. Francis”. People
share this information with great pride in their voice and a
true sense of family, much like my memories of St. Joseph’s.
I want you all to know I treasure and respect this family
atmosphere and will do everything in my power to ensure the
St. Francis’ family atmosphere continues and grows. We will
continue in the Catholic tradition of providing a caring and
nurturing environment for all who come to our school emphasizing academic excellence and our service to the community.
There is a plethora of information about our wonderful
St. Francis School in this Eagle Edition. You will read about
the St. Francis Difference with our core values, living our
faith, and developing leadership skills. You will learn about
the impact the St. Francis Faith Community has had on Josie
Erlandson, in our alumni spotlight. If you have not had the
opportunity to drive down W. Woodworth Street, you will
be able to visualize all of the improvements that have taken
place by reading the article, “New At School”. You will also
find information on how to support St. Francis School. We
can not accomplish our mission of spreading the Good
News without your support, involvement, and enthusiasm.

				In faith and peace,
				Mary Cormican

Early Childhood Wing Caters to Young Learners
The excitement for learning is evident among preschool through first grade students in St.
Francis School’s new Early Education Wing. The youngest learners now occupy an upstairs
classroom with a built-in bathroom and height-appropriate sink. This classroom also serves as
the wrap-around care room, directly across the hall from the four-year-old kindergarten classroom. The transition from preschool to four-year-old kindergarten has been much smoother
with students recognizing their preschool teacher, Mrs. Angie McHardy’s, familiar face
each morning. The family environment within St. Francis School is even stronger as
many siblings are learning in classrooms right next to one another, making the move
from home to school more comforting for our newest students. Plus, preschool and
four-year-old recess are combined for further social engagement and behavior
modeling.
Perhaps the greatest shift in the building as a result of this move is early childhood
teachers will be afforded the opportunity to better collaborate with one another
to strengthen the learning of the early childhood program. Preschool teacher,
McHardy said the added support of teachers in the Early Education Wing
“helped [her] balance prepping and engagement with students and their
specific needs.”
St. Francis School’s before and after school care program, Eagle’s Nest, also
enhances student learning as students are provided time to complete school
work, and engage in a variety of other experiences with friends while safely
being cared for within the building when parents are unavailable. Three additional
Eagle’s Nest teacher aides further bolster the Early Childhood Wing. This program
makes St. Francis School a more desirable choice for parents who may not otherwise
have before or after school care available for their children.

New at School
While students were enjoying summer vacation, big
changes were occurring at St. Francis School! Both the
interior and exterior of the building received some
much-needed repairs and updates. We said good-bye
to the 74-year-old yellow and green checkered tile from
the original building and replaced this with an industrial
vinyl in the 4th and 5th grade classrooms. The hallways
received a fresh coat of paint, the original interior doors
were re-finished, and the entryway steps were updated
with treads for a safer, slip-resistant surface. The exterior
received fresh paint on the window trims, and the front
doors have a colorful new coat of blue paint. Excavation
work was performed around the foundation to correct

drainage issues, and finally, new landscaping was added
at the front of the school. The building now has a beautiful and welcoming entrance, and the entire school has a
clean, fresh, and updated look.
Thanks to all of those who donated time, services, and
money to make these significant projects come together!
It is wonderful to see the love and investment in our
school. However, more work is still needed. Future plans
include replacement of the original tile floors in additional areas, including the third grade classroom. Please
reach out to the school if you are able to donate to our
school building improvement fund.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: Josie Erlandson
Josie Erlandson, a former St. Francis School
student, shares the magnitude of her faith that
developed during her time at St. Francis School.
Josie is a true inspiration to many people in our community.
She began a non-profit organization, Love, Marlee May, in
memory, and honor, of her daughter, Marlee, who entered
Heaven at just two years old. Josie’s demonstrations of
strength and faith “Make Jesus Famous,” as Father Olson
asks us to do, in so many ways. From sharing random acts
of kindness, to helping local students pursue their future
endeavors through scholarships, Josie and her family bless
countless others. Josie also often shares inspirational and
uplifting reflections through her organization’s Facebook
page and works to bring awareness to other impactful
organizations.

Josie and James Erlandson with their sons

from the amazing school lunch, to the annual Walk for
Virtues, to our classroom visits from Father Donaldson.
It was truly a unique educational experience that I look
forward to seeing my kids enjoy as well.
St. Francis taught me that a school environment CAN, and
does, reflect that of a family- God’s family. We were taught
and consistently reminded to always love others in the same
way God loves us. My best friend and I have been friends
since second grade at St. Francis. I honestly believe the
values instilled in us at such a young age are what allowed
that friendship to remain strong and never ending.

Marlee May Erlandson

The current students at St. Francis School are blessed each
year with the honor of celebrating Marlee’s Birthday, enjoying cupcakes in her memory, singing “Happy Birthday” to
her, and then creating cards for other children who may be
ill or in the hospital.
Josie and her husband, James, are raising two young boys
and we look forward to them learning with us at St. Francis
School in the future.
Here’s what Josie had to say about her education at
St. Francis School and the impact it has on her yet today:
I graduated in 2011. I have so many favorite memories-

St. Francis STATS

93 students
Preschool-5th grade

I try to keep all my relationships in life, reflective of the
relationship God wants us to have with Him. I would say,
all in all, that has been the case. So you can see, St. Francis
has impacted me from the time I was an adolescent, all the
way into adulthood.
I am thankful to have parents that value our religion and
faith, and have instilled that in me as well. Reflecting on the
time I found out my daughter would be gaining a seat in
Heaven before me, my dad told me peoples’ faith in God
usually goes one way or the other in times like these. It was
my choice. I am so glad I didn’t turn my back to God, just
as He doesn’t turn His back on us. He graciously gives us
the promise of Heaven. As the imperfect humans we are, we
have the promise of Heaven. While I refuse to rush this life
I was given, what an amazing day that will be.

12 or less average class size
$11,000 average cost per student
$2,500 average tuition per student

The St. Francis Difference
Are you considering a Catholic education for your child?
We’ve highlighted some of the benefits of an education at
St. Francis School below.
LIVING FAITH
At St. Francis School, students grow closer to God by learning religious teachings in their classrooms, attending weekly
mass, and praying daily. Our students learn that God is
present in their lives and in the world. They learn to recognize
the footprints of God in their daily experiences, especially in
the midst of life’s challenges.
INSTILLING VALUES
A St. Francis School education teaches students core values
such as self-discipline, how to accept responsibility for their
actions, and to make good decisions based on the tenets of
their faith. They also learn about commitment, respect for
others, and service. With a good moral base, our students
grow to be productive, virtuous citizens who are committed to
the greater good.
ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE
The combination of small class sizes and experienced
teachers at St. Francis School bodes well for academic
success. With an average class size of 11 students, our
teachers personalize their lesson plans to the needs of each
student. We provide students with curriculum that challenges
them and provide one-on-one instruction when students need
extra support. Our alumni are routinely among the top of
their class in academic standings.

PROMOTING SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
WELL-BEING
At St. Francis School, students develop a strong bond
with classmates, teachers, staff, and school families. As a
community, we celebrate our successes and achievements.
We share disappointments and downfalls. We join together
to challenge each other to become better reflections of
the divine.
INSPIRING LEADERSHIP
St. Francis School promotes service and civic engagement
as essential components of our curriculum. Students learn
that they have a responsibility to respond to the needs of
others because we are all part of God’s family. Our focus
on helping others and making a difference in the world
carries with our students into adulthood. Our alumni go
out into the world and share their gifts, as doctors, lawyers,
police officers, business owners, teachers, and priests,
helping the broader community to be the best it can be.

Help make a difference!
Annual Appeal Card
St. Francis School’s funding comes from tuition, Friends of St. Francis donations, and generous support from parishioners.
Our parents, students, and teachers thank you and pray you will continue your support of our school and our 73 year
tradition of Catholic Christian values and academic excellence.
Donate online at: www.StFrancisEllsworth.org/friends (monthly ACH available)
Or mail a donation payable to: St. Francis School (You will receive a receipt for your tax deductible donation.)
Mail to: St. Francis School, C/O Friends of St. Francis, PO Box 250, Ellsworth, WI 54011
I/We would like to support St. Francis School by donating:
$100

Name:

$250

$500

$1,000

$2,500

$5,000

$10,000

Other:

I wish to remain anonymous.
Please remove me from your mailing list.

Small Effort Big Impact
Naming St. Francis School as a full, partial, or contingent beneficiary of a retirement plan, investment account,
or life insurance policy is an easy way to make a big impact on the lives of future students.
You can modify your beneficiary designations at any time – it just requires a simple form from your account
administrator, usually available online. Depending on the account, there may even be tax advantages to leaving
it to St. Francis School.
In addition, if you own stocks or bonds that have appreciated, please consider donating them to
St. Francis School to save on your taxes. The IRS allows you to deduct the investment value when
the donation is made regardless of what you paid for it. Check with your financial advisor for
details before making the transfer.

To learn more, or to let us know we are a beneficiary, please contact:
Mary Cormican, Principal		
715-273-4391
principal@stfrancisellsworth.org

St. Francis School		
Tax ID: 39-0813434			
244 W. Woodworth St.
Ellsworth, WI 54011			

